[Aortic dissection].
The aortic dissection is an expanding intramural hematoma in the aortic wall separating its layers. That is the most common catastrophic condition of the aorta. Its incidence in Hungary about 3.0%/000/year may be appreciated. The mortality rate of the untreated cases exceeds the 90 per cent. The dissection begins by an intimal tear or by a medial hemorrhage, seldom. The progressing hematoma results in a false lumen running parallel with the true aortic lumen. On the basis of the location of the primary intimal tear the dissection may be proximal or distal. The inherited or acquired medial weakness and the hypertension are the main etiologic factors. Some pathological findings refer to predisposing role of the atherosclerosis. The ischemia caused by the dissection may damage any organ. The clinical picture is characterized by the polymorphism and the migration of the clinical signs. The suspicion of the disease may be raised on the basis of the anamnesis and the clinical picture. The diagnosis may be confirmed by the rutin chest roentgenograms and by the angiography, CT, MRI and ultrasonic examinations. The transoesophageal echocardiography is the best diagnostic tool. The treatment is medical and/or surgical. Advances in the surgical treatment brought turn in the very poor prognosis.